
Sergeant Bluff Scoop 

Due to a change in owner-

ship of the land where the 

City has been operating the 

current compost site, the 

land is no longer available, 

effective October 31, 2009.  

Subsequently, the City has 

entered an agreement with 

Sioux City Brick to use a por-

tion of their land for the pur-

pose of continuing to offer 

the compost site services to 

residents of Sergeant Bluff.  

The new site is located off of 

Ridge Road. To access the 

site, drive north on S. Lewis 

Blvd./Hwy 75 to Ridge Road, 

a gravel road located at the 

north edge of town. Turn 

right on Ridge Road and the 

new site is immediately on 

the left.  

The new site will be open on 

October 28th and 31st and 

November 4th and 7th for 

regular compost site hours, 

and for the fall cleanup which 

will be held November 9 -14. 

Please see the article on 

page 4 for more information 

on the fall cleanup.  

 

The compost site will close 

for the winter at the conclu-

sion of cleanup week.  

Cityõs Compost Site Moved 
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Dates to Remember: 

Trick-or-Treating,      
October 31, 6-8 p.m. 

Election Day,              
November 3.                 
Be sure to vote! 

Hydrant Flushing,     
October 5 through    
November 6 

Cleanup Week,          
November 9-14 

Winter Festival,         
December 6 

The Sergeant Bluff Water 

Department will be flushing 

hydrants again this fall. This 

is done to maintain a high 

quality of water throughout 

our system. The schedule 

will be as follows:  

October 5 -9: Old Town & 

Rec Complex             

October 12 -16: Pioneer Park 

Addition, Golden Flats, 

November 2 -6: Camelot, 

Oak Hills, Meadowbrook I, II 

and III and 1st Street.   

If excessively rusty water is 

experienced, or if it persists, 

please contact the Water 

Department at 943 -9616 or 

City Hall at 943 -4244 and 

someone will check into it as 

soon as possible. Thank you 

for your understanding.  

Schools, Airview, Port Neal 

Road, Sgt Square Dr.         

October 19 -23: Prairie View 

I, II, III, and IV, Settlerõs 

Point, Gaul Dr, Bluffs Blvd 

and Stream                     

October 26 -30:  South Lewis 

Blvd., Fox Run and Estates 

West, Woodfordõs and 

Bridge mobile home parks.                            

Fall Hydrant Flushing 

It is a violation of City 

Code to push snow from 

your driveway or side-

walk onto the street.  

Please do not park your vehi-

cle perpendicular to the en-

trance of your driveway to 

avoid having snow plowed 

against the curb. Doing so 

creates a safety hazard from 

the snow left in the street.  

The City Council passed an 

ordinance that requires all 

vehicles to be off the streets 

in the event of a 2ó or greater 

snowfall, as recorded by the 

National Weather Service. 

When measurable snow is 

predicted, please move your 

vehicles off of the streets . 

After the plow has cleaned 

your street to the curb, you 

may park your vehicle on the 

street again.  

Rules for Snow Removal 



Itõs been a busy summer at 

the pool, on the diamond and 

finishing off with a great Pio-

neer Valley Days. Fall has 

begun with a NEW 1 st & 2nd 

Grade Flag Football league 

and will continue right on 

through December with the 

second of two basketball 

tournaments. Programs we 

have coming up are the 

Baseball/Softball Hit Clubs at 

the Indoor Batting Facility - 

October, November & De-

cember, Boys and Girls Mini 

Basketball Camps, Wrestling 

Camp, Ballinõ in the Bluff 5-on

-5 basketball tournament, 

Adult Womenõs & Co-ed Vol-

leyball League, Open Gym 

and in January an Adult/

Child Spot Shot Contest.  

The days for the Hit Club are 

Monday and Tuesday from 

3:30-5:00 p.m. Weõre plan-

ning sessions for October -

March so kids that are signed 

up can come as often as they 

want on those dates. They do 

need to bring their own bat 

and helmet and the cost is 

$10.00 for IBF Members and 

$30.00 for non-members.  

Coaches Pomerenke and 

Vander Schaaf are working 

with Parks and Rec to put on 

the 2nd Annual Basketball 

Mini Camp on Friday Octo-

ber 16  (NO SCHOOL).  The 

girlõs camp will run from 

10:00 a.m. to noon at the high 

School and the boyõs camp 

from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the 3-

5 Elementary. The cost for 

the camp is $15.00 which 

includes a t -shirt and is for 

kids in 3 rd -8th grades. You 

can register that day but the 

deadline is October 14 to be 

guaranteed a shirt.  

New this year the SBL Wres-

tling Coaching staff and play-

ers will be helping with a 

Mini Wrestling Camp for K -

6th Graders. The camp will 

also cost $15.00/person 

which includes a t -shirt. Both 

camps will be at the Middle 

School Wrestling Room with 

K-2nd graders going 9:00 -

11:00 a.m. & 3rd -6th graders 

going 11:00 -1:00 p.m. You 

can register that day but the 

deadline is October 14 to be 

guaranteed a shirt.  

Saturday, October 31  is Hal-

loween and the scheduled 

time for Trick -or-Treating is 

6:00-8:00 p.m. The Sergeant 

Bluff Fire and Parks & Rec-

reation Departments wish all 

the kids a Happy and Safe 

Halloween and encourage 

everyone to stop by the Fire 

Department, City Hall or the 

Parks & Recreation Depart-

ment to pick up a free reflec-

tive trick -or-treat bag.    

November 6 -7 we will be 

hosting a 5-on-5 basketball 

tournament. Registration 

deadline for teams is Octo-

ber 30 and the cost is 

$100.00/team. Each team will 

be guaranteed three games 

and the games will be played 

at the three Sergeant Bluff 

schools.  

November is the start of 

Open Gym for kids and 

adults. On Wednesday nights 

there will be pick -up basket-

ball games at the High 

School gym and Sunday 

hours will be the same as in 

the past with Open Gym from 

1:00-5:00 p.m. for K-12 stu-

dents and 5:30-7:30 p.m. for 

Basketball.  

We will have a Womenõs Vol-

leyball League (Wednesday 

nights) and Co -ed Volleyball 

League (Sunday afternoons) 

at the Middle School. The two 

volleyball leagues are 

$90.00/team and open to the 

first 12 registered teams.   

Qualifying for the Adult/

Child Hot Shot competition 

will be on Thursday, January 

21 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Teams 

will consist of an adult and 

child; teams will have multi-

ple matches verses other 

teams and each team will 

have 45 seconds to make as 

many baskets from 6 loca-

tions on the floor as they can 

by alternating shots. The top 

two teams from each age 

division will shoot in the fi-

nals on Friday, January 22 at 

halftime of the SB-L girlõs 

basketball game. Cost is 

$15.00/couple which in-

cludes 2 shirts.    

The city has been ap-

proached by both the Indoor 

Batting Facility Board and the 

Winkel Family Foundation 

for the city to take over the 

operations of the Indoor Bat-

ting Facility (IBF) and Bluffõs 

Area Family Center (BAFC) 

respectively. City Staff, the 

Parks Board and City Council 

are working on the acquisi-

tion of the two facilities with 

open discussion during their 

regularly scheduled monthly 

meetings. The city feels the 

acquisition of both buildings 

fits into the goals of the Parks 

& Recreation Department to 

offer quality programs and 

events for the citizens of Ser-

geant Bluff. Both groups are 

working on the details to 

allow the public and mem-

bers the most optimal use of 

the facilities while keeping 

overhead costs down. The 

city council has taken a pro-

active approach to both fa-

cilities and have budgeted or 

planned to budget both fa-

cilities into this yearõs fiscal 

budget. At this point they are 

trying to gather as much in-

formation as they can about 

both facilities so they know 

what they are getting into if 

they decide to take over the 

operations of one or both 

facilities.  
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Parks & Recreation 
Office  
Bluffs Area Family 
Center  
(903 Topaz Drive) 
 
Email: 
brent@cityofsergeantbluff.com 

 
Office Phone: 943-1942 
 
Cell Phone: 899-0930 

Parks & Recreation  

Director: Brent Brown 

Department News 

For more information on any of 

these upcoming programs or 

to contact me, go to the cityõs 

web page 

www.cityofsergeantbluff.com 

or email me directly at 

brent@cityofsergeantbluff.com  



The Sergeant Bluff Museum has moved into its new building on Histori-

cal 4th Street, the former site of the old bus barn. The museum is now 

open on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

One of the features in the museum is an old school setting, which con-

tinues to be a work -in-progress. The museum is in need of any items 

which may have been saved from the original Sergeant Bluff Commu-

nity School, Luton Community School or the Sergeant Bluff -Luton Com-

munity School. These items could include pictures, dated clothing, 

pieces related to the building structures, furniture or other items of 

historical interest. If you have items you wish to donate, please contact 

Dan Hunter at 943-4740. 
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for youth to use the pedes-

trian crossings on the east 

side of South Lewis and the 

south side of South Lewis, 

eliminating the Port Neal 

crossing, except the youth 

who live in the original part 

of town.  Below is a map  

showing the correct routes 

for youth to use going to and 

from school.  

 

I encourage parents to sit 

down with their kids and talk 

with them to help them un-

derstand the importance of 

following the school routes. 

We have had an officer at the 

intersection for several days 

alerting the youth of the cor-

rect path. Some youth are 

resistant to the change, so 

Iõm asking parents to rein-

force the importance of fol-

lowing the routes.  
 

 

I also want parents to rein-

force the importance of using 

the crossing correctly. This 

means only crossing when 

the green pedestrian cross-

ing light is on.  This intersec-

tion is extremely busy and 

when youth cross against the 

light or before the green 

pedestrian crossing tells 

them they put themselves in 

a potentially dan-

gerous situation.  
 

For the youth who 

cross at Port Neal 

and head down 

Front Street, we will 

be putting in flash-

ing lights to alert 

traffic of the school 

crossing. The Port 

Neal crossing 

should only  be used 

by youth who live in 

the original part of Sergeant 

Bluff. If you live east of the 

intersection you should al-

ways use the 1st Street pe-

destrian crossings.  
 

Parents, working together 

we can make this environ-

ment safe for our youth, but 

we need your help.  
 

If you should have any ques-

tions please feel free to con-

tact me at the police depart-

ment at 943-9603. 

School Crossing Changes 

Iõm sure everyone has no-

ticed the new lights and 

crossings at the intersection 

of 1st Street and South Lewis. 

Itõs been a long summer driv-

ing around cones and con-

struction equipment. Itõs al-

most over and the improve-

ments will be nice to have.  

 

The new intersection 

also created some 

changes that will af-

fect the school routes 

for kids who walk to 

school. The new con-

struction created 

some new pedestrian 

crossings that were 

not there before and 

they were designed to 

be safer for our youth 

who walk to school.   
 

Parents we need your help 

and cooperation to make 

these new changes effective. 

We will be eliminating the 

crossing guard at 1 st Street 

and Port Neal that has been 

supervising the crossing for 

several years. It has been 

supervised through the years 

by several volunteers and 

most recently by a paid 

crossing guard.   
 

The new construction allows 

David 

McFarland   

Chief of Police 

since 1998. 

Chief 

McFarland 

Sergeant Bluff Museum Moves into New Home 
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tires, recyclable goods, 

fluorescent light bulbs, 

treated lumber (with creo-

sote, such as railroad ties), 

gas and oil filters and con-

tainers, solvents or clean-

ers.  

Lawn/yard waste can be 

dumped at the compost site 

but must be separated from 

all other items. There is 

never a charge to dump 

lawn/yard waste.  

You may bring òwhite 

goodsó to the compost site 

during any regular compost 

site hours. There will al-

ways be a $10 charge per 

appliance for demanufac-

turing. You must purchase 

a ticket  for each appliance 

at City Hall, prior to taking 

the item(s) to the compost 

site. See below for more 

information about demanu-

facturing.  

The hours for cleanup 

week are Monday 

through Friday,  9 a.m. to 

6 p.m. and Saturday from 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Fall Cleanup Week Scheduled  
The semi-annual cleanup 

week is being held Novem-

ber 9 -14. There is NO curb-

side pickup. All items must 

be taken to the City com-

post site (see article on 

page 1 regarding change 

in location) during open 

hours of operation. During 

this week only, dumping is 

free of charge and is for 

Sergeant Bluff residents 

only . Items that CANNOT 

be dumped include: Batter-

ies, paint, broken concrete, 

asphalt, used oil, bricks, 

Gas water heaters  

Furnaces 

Clothes washers and 

clothes dryers  

Dishwashers 

Microwave ovens  

Other items that con-

tain mercury switches, 

refrigerant or PCB.  

The Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources requires 

that some appliances be 

de-manufactured prior to 

disposal in a landfill. In 

order to dispose of such 

items at the Compost Site, 

we require you to pay a 

$10.00 fee to cover the 

costs of de-manufacturing. 

De-manufacturing Appliances  
The following is a list of 

items that require de -

manufacturing:  

Refrigerators  

Freezers 

Commercial coolers  

Air conditioning units  

Dehumidifiers  

mas cookie, games and 

prizes, bike raffle, special 

holiday music (local tal-

ent), hayrack rides, Help-

ing Hands Raffle & Silent 

Auction, Festival of Trees, 

SBFD Nativity Set Raffle & 

holiday family photos.  

We hope to see you there!  

The Sergeant Bluff Commu-

nity Action Team is plan-

ning the annual Winter Fes-

tival to be held Sunday, 

December 6, 2009 at the 

Bluffs Area Family Center. 

The Festival runs from 3 

p.m. to 6 p.m. This is a 

FUN AND FREE holiday 

Sergeant Bluff Winter Festival 
event for the whole fam-

ily.  Chili and cinnamon 

rolls will be served plus 

there are lots of activities 

for kids and adults. Some of 

the activities being 

planned include a visit with 

Santa, decorating an orna-

ment, decorating a Christ-



 

As I write this, we still 

have road construction 

projects that interfere 

with some of our daily 

travels through the 

community. The widen-

ing of South Lewis 

Boulevard should be 

completed in just a few 

more weeks! Although 

the access to our local 

businesses has been 

difficult this summer 

season, I hope the new 

and improved road will 

help to increase traffic 

to their businesses in 

the future. We certainly 

appreciate the patience 

and understanding of 

our local business peo-

ple during the demoli-

tion and construction. 

The traffic, pedestrian 

and vehicle, appears to 

be moving through the 

1st and South Lewis 

Boulevard intersection 

fairly smoothly, even 

during the peak times.  

Unfortunately, Annie 

and I missed the fun -

filled Pioneer Valley 

Days celebration as 

daughter Kelly was 

married that weekend 

and requested that we 

be present. I did par-

ticipate in the Pioneer 

Realty Golf Tournament 

(formerly the Mayorõs 

Tournament) the previ-

ous week and although 

our team did not win, 

those provided by the 

City of Sioux City and 

will involve storm wa-

ter, zoning ordinances, 

utility mapping, and 

code enforcement. We 

welcome Cindy to Ser-

geant Bluff by way of 

Ames, Iowa where she 

managed the rental in-

spections department. 

On another personnel 

note, Mike Massey has 

resigned as Chief of the 

Sergeant Bluff Volun-

teer Fire and Rescue 

Department. I hope you 

will join us in thanking 

Mike, Mary, and family 

for the years of dedi-

cated service and sacri-

fice to this commu-

nity. Mikeõs passion 

and professionalism 

will truly be 

missed.   

Well, autumn be-

gins on Tuesday 

and I am certain I 

will rake a few 

leaves as our trees 

have grown large 

enough to shed an 

ample supply 

unless the wind is 

able to deposit 

them at the 

neighbors before I 

have a chance to 

rake them! Enjoy 

the fall season and a 

few home football 

games!  

Go Warriors!  
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Dale Petersen  

Dale Petersen    

Mayor since 2002.  

Cindy Houlihan, Building Inspector  

cindy@cityofsergeantbluff.com 

Cell: 899-4882 

place, or show, we cer-

tainly enjoyed the after-

noon of golf as did all 

the other teams that 

participated. A òbig 

community thanksó to 

all the local businesses 

and individuals who 

contributed both time 

and money to support 

all the events. Without 

your support, it would 

not have been possible! 

By all accounts, the Pio-

neer Valley Days cele-

bration was a success 

and the Community Ac-

tion Team will begin 

soon planning for next 

year. So, if you have 

any ideas or events that 

you would like included 

in next yearõs Pioneer 

Valley Days, come to 

the next Community 

Action Team meeting. 

The group is always 

open to anyone inter-

ested in making a dif-

ference in Sergeant 

Bluff! 

The City Council re-

cently hired Cindy 

Houlihan as our City 

Building Inspector. Pre-

viously, Sergeant Bluff 

building construction 

inspection services 

were conducted on 

contract by the City of 

Sioux City inspection 

services department. 

Cindyõs duties will be 

more extensive than 


